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L
adies, when I asked Morgana to marry 
me in 100 countries she jumped in my 
arms. There was never any doubt on 

her part. She understood 100 weddings equaled 
100 days of romance, and she was ecstatic. 

As I held her, I quietly thought to myself, “what 
have I gotten myself into?” 

Getting married around the world is a lot of 
work, money, challenges, and logistics! A man 
can be intimidated by all the unfamiliar variables, 
especially when his first desire is to keep you 
happy and safe. I spent the next week using my 
logical boy-brain to dream up scary scenarios – 
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and I am an experienced traveler. By the end of 
the week, all I could do was hope that I wouldn’t 
ruin my wife’s enthusiasm with my awful fear. 

Welcome to what it’s like to be a man.

Of course, now that we’ve been married eleven 
times in eleven countries, I understand all the 
benefits of a destination wedding – something 
that I will not have to explain to most of you. 
What many women understand intuitively, 
many men need a little bit of explanation and a 
gentle nudge. In short, your guy will need more 
convincing than you. 

Fortunately, I am here to help.  I’ll be your guide 
to your guy’s boy brain, so you know how to 
speak to your beloved in a way he can hear.
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T
he following are some of my arguments 
I considered before jumping in with 
both feet. If you are a DIY kind of gal:

1. A destination wedding is cheaper than 
you think – and a wedding at home is really 
expensive. 

Don’t get me wrong, I think having a big sit-
down wedding with all the trimmings makes 
for a wonderful evening.  The average cost, 
according to a recent survey of brides by The 
Knot magazine, suggests the average cost of 
a wedding in the U.S. is about $30,000 – 
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excluding a honeymoon. Conversely, many 
hotels offer packages for weddings for as little 
as $1500, including a wedding and multiple 
days stay.

2. It’s an adventure.

The world is truly your oyster. Whether you 
need a rugged jungle or a pampering resort, 
your destination wedding is something worth 
getting excited about.

3. Fewer people will attend.

Not only will the guest list be smaller, the 
people who do come to your wedding will 
get more quality time. Most couples at large 
weddings will not remember much from the 
blur of people in attendance. I can also say, 
from personal experience, many couples don’t 
even get to eat at their own large wedding, 
as they attempt to spend time with all their 
guests.

4. It’s a vacation and honeymoon. 

Need I say more?
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5. It’s memorable.

A destination wedding is memorable because 
it can be. Most medium sized weddings will 
cost a mint and will last half a day. Most 
destination weddings last a week and will 
include fun, sun, culture, activities and rest – 
not to mention your special day.

6. Golf, surfing, skiing, and more.

If your future husband has a hobby, you will 
more than likely be able to incorporate it into 
your wedding week.

7. A few days in a romantic destination is 
kindling toward romance. 

Ladies, you may want to play this one up. 

8. It is easier than you think.

My scary boy-brain was wrong. Getting married 
abroad is easier than I expected. Pretty much 
every brand name hotel, and many smaller 
ones the world over, have the ability and 
desire to host your nuptials, catering, flowers, 
and any typical request needed for a magical 
day. 
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To make your day even easier, and to take 
advantage of local traditions and culture you 
might not know about, I highly recommend 
working with a local wedding planner. As an 
example, when Morgana and I married in 
Bled, Slovenia, our wedding genius, Petra 
Cük, prepared our cliff side, castle wedding 
with the city’s mayor, translator, registrar, and 
all the extras. We just had to show up.
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I
f you’re still concerned these boy-brain 
arguments aren’t enough, I’ve written a 
letter in man-speak that you can print 

out and hand to your fiancé: 

 “Hey, your wife tells me she wants to get married 
in ______________. 

Sounds amazing, but I get it: it also sounds like a 
pain. Plane tickets, hotels, and taxis are all a little 
bit of work; but they shouldn’t be a deal breaker. 
I know. I’ve been there.

From one guy to another, here’s my advice for 
why you should get married somewhere far away.

Let Me Talk to Your 
Guy for You
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1. Dude, you will get laid a lot. 

Your new wife will think you are the most 
romantic guy in the world and nothing will 
turn her on more than knowing you did this 
for her. 

2. You will spend less money.

If you were planning on spending around 
$30,000, like most people getting married 
in the States, you will spend far less almost 
anywhere else.

3. You don’t have to worry about having to    
fork out dough for a honeymoon.

You’re already on one. It will also count as a 
vacation if you play your cards right.

4. Bring your golf clubs.

Wherever you go you will likely to be able to 
do your favorite hobby: golf, skiing, surfing, 
photography, hiking, gambling, just to name 
a few. Remember, she will be extra bummed 
if you don’t spend quality time together, but a 
little getaway will work. 
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5. You can help pick.

The destination wedding thing is definitely 
for her, but that doesn’t mean you can’t find 
something great you both will like. 

6. Really, you’re going to be a jerk about   
this?

Listen, she wants something special to 
celebrate how much she loves you. Just go for 
it. Everything will work out. If you get nervous, 
breathe. I did. It worked out.

7. It’s really not that complicated. 

A full-on destination wedding is regular stuff 
– even if it is not regular for you. Every hotel 
and resort is ready and waiting. There are also 
wedding planners in every major city around 
the world.
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T
o sum up, remember three important 
ideas you both will appreciate:

1. His concerns over specific details and how the 
details will all work out does not mean he is not 
interested in being part of your dream wedding. 

2. Something different is not something bad – it 
means exciting possibilities.

3. A destination wedding will be cheaper than the 
average wedding.

A final word of warning: there are some countries 
that make a legally recognized wedding more 

Now, Back to 
the Ladies
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complicated with forms, interviews, fees, etc. 
This is not true of all places. Many hotels and 
wedding planners will be happy to help you 
through the hoops, if necessary, for one of the 
most memorable days of your life. 

David Galaudet
Contact: http://devingalaudet.com/contact/ 
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